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President’s Column 
By Rev. Paul Clark, President Lutherans For Life of Michigan 

Jesus said, “I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly.”  (John 10:10) 

Sadly, the way many define the abundant life is in a purely materialistic fashion.  How much stuff do I have?  How 

much can I get?  Better yet, how much can I get for free?  Some politicians love promising free things to people, even 

if they do not know how we as a nation can ever pay for them. 

Of course, Jesus is not talking about material things when He says He came to give us “life abundantly.”  This saying 

goes to the very heart of what true life is – both the physical gift of life and the spiritual gift of new life in Christ. 

Life is a gift of God in every way.  The very sanctity of human life is based on knowing that there is a Creator God 

who has fashioned us and brought us into this world for a purpose.  Our lives have value.  Laws are made against 

murder for that very reason – human life is unique, precious, and valuable.  This is not something that those in power 

should have the right to decide.  It is a natural right endowed by our Creator God.  It is enshrined in the Declaration 

of Independence.   No human being has the right to decide which lives may be deemed more valuable than others, or 

which lives may be expendable.  That is the road that a man named Adolf Hitler once took.  It leads to genocide.   

And that same thinking has led to the slaughter of over 60 million babies since Roe v. Wade. 

Yes, life is a gift of God.  But Jesus also refers here to the new life that only He can give, the truly abundant life.  It is 

new life created in the womb of Holy Baptism, brought forth by the Holy Spirit, fed and nurtured in His Church, 

through Word and Sacrament.  It is life marked by the forgiveness of sins.   

This “abundant” life is only found in Christ.  We have this life, as we are 

united with Him in Baptism.  The blood of Jesus Christ washes us clean from 

all sins.  The very life-giving food from heaven is given us in the Holy 

Sacrament, where we receive the body and blood of Jesus.  We shall, in 

Christ, conquer death.  We shall, in Christ, live forever in the new heavens 

and new earth. 

So life is special – in every way….both physical and spiritual and most of all 

eternal.  Jesus came to give us this abundant life.  We are now His people.  

Therefore, we are advocates for life.  And that starts with doing what we 

can – now – to protect the gift of life  –  yes, including the lives of the most 

vulnerable among us, such as unborn babies in the womb.  Be who you are – 

God’s holy people – and stand up for Life! 
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Thank you… LFL Vision Statement:  
Every Lutheran, both individually and in 

community, upholding the God-given value of 

human life and influencing society to do the same. 
 

LFL-MI BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

President, Legislative Reporter, & 
Spiritual Counselor: 
Pastor Paul Clark                           (517) 420-4826 
 

Vice President: 
Lauren Schaidt              (586) 214-3116 
 
Secretary: 
Jennifer Connelly                            (734) 731-1609 
 

Treasurer: 
Earl Iseler               (616) 866-8026  
    
Lutheran Schools Outreach: 
Chris Schultz                                  (734) 770-7699 
 

Urban Outreach: 
Susan Hill                                         (586) 468-7871 
 

Technology Coordinator: 
Nathan Beuschel                            (269) 945-7863 
 

Lifelines Newsletter Editor and Life Issues 

Contest Coordinator: 
Lauren Schaidt              (586) 214-3116 
 

Medical Consultant: 
Dr Donna Harrison                         (202) 230-0997 
 

Life Issues Contest Consultants: 
Lauren Schaidt              (586) 214-3116 
(Elementary Essays) 
 

Susan Hill (High School Essays) (586) 468-7871 
 

Jeff Davis (Artistic Projects)       (586) 913-5993 
 

Lifelines of Michigan LFL is mailed free of 

charge to Michigan LFL supporters.  Articles 

may be reprinted with attribution to source. 

Email address:  lflmi.president@gmail.com 

Website:  www.lflmi.org 

 

mailto:lflmi.president@gmail.com
http://www.lflmi.org/
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Shirley Sturkin helped pastors find For Life resources at 
the LFL-MI table at the All Pastors Conference in October.  
(pictured left, photo submitted by Susan Hill) 

 

 

LFL-MI President Pastor Paul Clark with Barb Listing 

(President, Right To Life of Michigan) and 

Genevieve Marnon (Legislative Director, RTL-MI) at 

the The Body of Christ and the Public Square 

Conference at Our Savior Lutheran in Hartland.  

(pictured right, photo submitted by Pastor Clark) 

What’s happening…near you? 

We would love to share photos of your 

events! 

Please send photos along with the name 

of the church or group, city, event, and 

people pictured to schaidtl@gmail.com. 
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The Life Team at St. Luke Lutheran Church in 

Clinton Township hosted an event in September 

called End of Life Care: Legal Documents and 

Hospice Decisions.  The speakers included Pastor 

Russell Johnson (pictured top left), hospice social 

worker Heidi Connors-Boccomino (pictured top 

right), hospice nurse Lisa Henningsen (pictured 

with Heidi bottom left), and attorney Frederick 

Schienke (pictured bottom right). 
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Legislative Report 

Submitted by Pastor Paul Clark, President and Legislative Reporter, Lutherans For Life of Michigan  

We are continuing to encourage signing the petition for the Dismemberment Abortion Ban here in Michigan.  More 

than 200,000 signatures have now been received at the Right to Life of Michigan office. 

That is approximately the halfway point of the Michigan Values Life petition drive, as we continue to strive for the 

goal of 400,000 signatures. (340,047 valid signatures are necessary to initiate legislation to ban the late-term 

dismemberment abortion procedure.). By striving for 400,000, we will have a safety margin. Once we do that, the 

Legislature can pass the ban into law, making Governor Whitmer's veto threats irrelevant. 

Thank you to all of you who have been faithfully circulating and signing the petitions.  Now that we are into the fall 

season, petitions are coming in more rapidly. We are hopeful that after a strong push the signature gathering will be 

wrapped up before the holiday season. The 180-day window to collect signatures ends on December 23, 2019. 

If you haven't circulated petitions yet, now is the time. Everything you need can be found on the petiton drive 

website: michiganvalueslife.org. 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

On the Federal scene, the Trump Title X rule preventing family planning programs from referring for abortions and 

physically separating family planning services from abortion services finally went into place! On 8-21-19 Planned 

Parenthood announced they would no longer participate in the Title X family planning program.    

We rejoice at any funds that can be cut from the nation’s number one abortion provider! 

********************************************************************************************* 

High School Essay Contest 
Please submit the essay and rubric to Susan Hill at jshill_4548@sbcglobal.net by February 28, 2020.  The winning 
essay from the State contest will receive a $100 prize and will be sent to the National contest.  Grand Prize for the 
national winning entry at each level: $250 plus free conference registration to a 2020 Regional Conference and one 
night stay at the conference hotel. 

Students will write a life-affirming essay based on the 2020 Conference theme: “From Invisible to 

Indispensable...” and Conference bible verse: “On the contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable.” (1 Corinthians 12:22) 

1. Not incorporating the conference verse in the essay will disqualify the entry. 
 

2. Examples of topics the essay could deal with are, but not limited to: abortion, the handicapped, adoption or 
foster care, infanticide, cloning, stem cell research, physician assisted suicide or euthanasia. 

 

3. Essays should include student’s name, grade (Identify school or church) and email address.  All entries 
submitted by a teacher or pastor, should include their name and email address. This information should be 
submitted on the rubric page used in grading the essay.  

 

4. All sources for references, statistics and quotes should be incorporated within the essay and then included in a 
bibliography at the end. 

Go to www.lflmi.org for more information. 

 

mailto:jshill_4548@sbcglobal.net
http://www.lflmi.org/
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Life Sunday: January 19, 2020 
 

   

   

   

   
          

 

 

Check out these and 

many other resources 

for your Life Sunday 

table at church!  They 

are available at 

www.cph.org. 

 

 

The movie 

Unplanned is now 

available on DVD!  

For more 

information and to 

order, go to 

https://www.unpl

annedfilm.com/ 

 

  

We have all grieved the loss of someone at some point in our lives. However, those who 
have lost a child to abortion often do not allow themselves to grieve. There is a Word of 

Hope for the broken spirit and grieving heart. 

 

Word of Hope 

LFL’s Post Abortion Healing Ministry 
We can help, contact us at: 

1-888-217-8679 
www.word-of-hope.org 
help@word-of-hope.org 

https://www.cph.org/p-30185-questions-and-answers-concerning-the-end-of-life.aspx?REName=Books%20and%20Bibles&plk=1318&Lk=0&rlk=0#image-lightbox
https://www.cph.org/p-17578-after-the-abortion-there-is-hope-in-his-healing.aspx?REName=Books%20and%20Bibles&plk=1318&Lk=0&rlk=0#image-lightbox
http://www.cph.org/
https://search.cph.org/search?p=R&srid=S1-5DFWP&lbc=cph&w=LFL&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cph.org%2fp-32123-grounded-in-gods-word-commentaries-on-life.aspx&lgsku=124552&rk=8&uid=328452356&sid=2&ts=ajax&SLIPid=1571081039917&rsc=ybT9%3aDQRmXhF9S2V&cnt=48&method=and&isort=score&view=grid
https://search.cph.org/search?p=R&srid=S1-5DFWP&lbc=cph&w=LFL&url=https%3a%2f%2fwww.cph.org%2fp-17654-watch-me-grow.aspx&lgsku=LFL125T&rk=18&uid=328452356&sid=2&ts=ajax&SLIPid=1571081039917&rsc=sPpSE9v0OTqEpzt6&cnt=48&method=and&isort=score&view=grid
https://www.unplannedfilm.com/
https://www.unplannedfilm.com/
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Upcoming Events 
January 20  Life Sunday 

 

January 24  March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

 

Annual Diaper Drive May 10 – June 21 (Mother’s Day – Father’s Day) 

 

 

 

The next March for Life … 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 24, 2020 

Lutherans For Life will be there! 

Details will be posted when available 

(taken from www.lutheransforlife.org) 

 

 

Check Out These Easy Ways to Give! 

Lutherans For Life of Michigan receives a percentage of your purchase when you shop 

at… 

Amazon Smile and choose us as your charity!  For details, go to 

http://smile.amazon.com/about. 

 

Kroger and sign up to have us connected to your Kroger Plus Card as your charity!  For 

details, go to https://www.kroger.com/account/enrollCommunityRewardsNow/ 

https://smile.amazon.com/about
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I WANT TO SPEAK OUT FOR LIFE! 
 

I want to become a member of LFL (Please select a membership category.) 
 

____Annual:  $35 $50 $75 Other $____ (A donation of any amount will enroll you as an annual member of LFL.) 

 

____Sponsor:  I commit to a monthly gift of $______ (Annual & Sponsor contributions to LFL are tax-deductible.) 

 
I’m not interested in membership, but am enclosing a contribution of $______ to support the national efforts of LFL.  

 

Name_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

City, State, Zip___________________________________________ Phone #___________________________ 

 

Chapter Name/# (if applicable) _____________________ Occupation ________________________________ 

 

Congregation_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Church Body (Synod)  AALC_____  AFLC _____  CLBA _____  ELCA _____  LCMS _____  Other _____________ 
 

Clip and send to:  Lutherans For Life, 1101 – 5th Street, Nevada, IA 50201-1816 

1-888-364-LIFE * (515) 382-3020 * E-mail: info@lutheransforlife.org *  

WebSite: www.lutheransforlife.org 

 

 

 

 

Owen’s Mission 
 

 Owen’s Mission is a very special project of Lutherans For Life. The goal of this project is to honor Jesus by presenting a set of 
Touch of Life fetal models to every Lutheran elementary and high school in the country. (That’s 1078 schools affecting 139,000 
students!) We want students to understand the God-given value of each life from the moment of conception. We want students to 
be motivated by what God has done as our Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier that gives value to life. We want students to value 
themselves and to value others as persons because of this God-given value.  

 

Where did Owen’s Mission come from? From a very small and special baby named Owen. Rev Dr James Lamb, former Executive 
Director of Lutherans For Life, shares his story:  

 

“I held my little grandson, Owen, in the palm of my hand. He died at twenty-one weeks during pre-natal surgery to remove 
a large tumor. The nurse brought him to our son as we waited in the recovery room for Owen’s mother. I find it difficult to 
describe what I felt when I was able to hold him. I had held the twenty-week Touch of Life fetal model in my hands hundreds 
of times in front of students from preschoolers to seminarians. Holding Owen revived in me the reality behind those models. 
I will never hold them in the same way again.”  

As Owen’s grandpa, Dr Lamb wanted to do something special to remember Owen, honor Jesus, and help others understand the 

value God gives to even the smallest of lives. With the help of Owen’s family, Owen’s Mission was born. We are training 

facilitators to present these fetal model sets along with a DVD message from Dr Lamb.  
 

This is a mission opportunity for individual, congregational, and/or school offerings.  For more information on how you can obtain 

a set of these fetal models for your school, contact Chris Schultz at ckay.schultz@gmail.com  or 

734-770-7699. 

 

http://www.lutheransforlife.org/
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“Who wouldn’t want to get behind a view that’s 
inclusive, tolerant, and non-discriminatory? Guess 
what? The pro-life view is just that. 
It’s inclusive. It includes all members of the human 
community, whether they are born, unborn, disabled, or 
near death. 
It’s tolerant. It places value and respect on every person, 
even those who champion opposing views. 
It’s non-discriminatory. It doesn’t disqualify some 
human beings from being valuable because of their race, 
gender, size, location, degree of dependency, level of 
development, or any other characteristic.” 
 (taken from the Stand to Reason blog at 

https://www.str.org/blog/pro-life-view-tolerant-

view?fbclid=IwAR1WpiDrzsWfvLg4bTNtcBRD3fzhjbfp

vBuiSq9QrHNudVLLiD2_Uq7WTNg#.XaXE1PZFzD5) 
 

“Those who are pro-life believe in the dignity and 
intrinsic value of every human life: the unborn, the 
disabled, the poor, the elderly, the vulnerable.  
Pro-life people are not trying to take away rights. They 
strive to extend basic human rights to those who would 
otherwise be denied them and to support those who are 
caregivers, parents and guardians. This work is based on 
the belief that all life matters, and we don’t get to decide 
that some aren’t worthy of it.”  (Samantha Wilcoxson, 
from https://www.bridgemi.com/guest-commentary/opinion-hey-
bridge-we-are-not-anti-abortion-we-are-pro-
life?fbclid=IwAR3Xgj5Xg6c6pqyqYmMES_lgG80hVibbVshlObt4nleV
FdL_rCjz_QIDCYw 
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